
Animal Blessing Sunday Reflection 

The Job reading “ ask the animals and they will teach you” reminds me of puppy yoga.  You will never see a 
dog get up from being curled up on the couch and start rushing about.  NO, they take all the time they need 
to arch their spine and then stretch the other way and stretch each leg.  I am sure the ancients developed yoga 
poses by observing animals! 

There are many references in our tradition of all creation singing praise  “let heaven and nature 
sing; “ and “let all creation join in one to praise his holy name”.  This singing and celebration im-
plies that the creatures of Earth are our kin spiritually as well as biologically.  This idea seems to be 
quite explicit in Psalm 148, where the Psalmist calls on all the components of creation to praise God 
because they, like humans, have the spiritual impulse of the Creator God as their source.. In Genesis 
Adam and all the animals and flora are created from adamah; which is translated as red earth and is 
in feminine form - so the red earth is mother to all creation.   

Many traditions have long recognised Earth as a parent or mother, some in a spiritual or relational 
sense such as indigenous Australians, and some in a biological or even evolutionary sense. Patrick 
Dodson in Rainbow Spirit Theology testifies to his experience.  
  

The land is a living place made up of sky, clouds, rivers, trees, the wind, the sand; and the 
Spirit has placed my own spirit there in my own country. It is something—and yet it is not a 
thing—it is a living entity. It belongs to me. I belong to it. I rest in it. I come from there.  
(Rainbow Spirit Elders,  p. 32) 

George Tinker writes of the American Indian understanding:  all are equal members of the family in 
the circle of creation. He writes: 

The circle is a key symbol for self-understanding in these tribes, representing the whole of 
the universe and our part in it. We see ourselves as coequal participants in the circle, stand-
ing neither above nor below anything else in God’s creation. There is no hierarchy in our 
cultural context, even of species, because the circle has no beginning or end. (1992, 147). 

Yet in most Western Christian teaching, human beings were believed to be of a totally different or-
der of being than anything else in creation. Human beings alone bore the image of God; and that 
image was the mark that separated them from any other species.  Humans really belong to the realm 
of God above, not the domain of dumb creatures below.  

Anne Primavesi in Sacred Gaia looks at the emerging science and moving lines of demarcation be-
tween animal and vegetable.  All life on earth including human and plant life derives from common 
ancestors, common bacteria.  We are inter-dependent; coexisting with all organisms in a matrix of 
bacterial ancestry.  At the interior of our cells providing the oxidative energy that enables us to do 
anything, are the mitochondria. - They are separate creatures  with separate DNA - quite different 
from ours. They are the “colonial posterity of primitive bacteria” that swam into our ancestors cells. 
Ten percent of our dry weight is bacteria. It is an alliance.   

Similarly our gut microbiota have adapted to a symbiotic relationship. Soon after birth, the gut of 
mammals is populated by a variety of indigenous microbes that influence both gut and liver func-
tions and new evidence is pointing to effects on behavioural and cognitive ability.  We cannot live 



without our intestinal flora.  Our bodies are actually the joint property of the descendants of many 
diverse ancestors.  They collaborate with us; they are our kin.  And many people care for their “pet” 
bacteria by taking probiotics. 

I have a suit cace of empty Yakult bottles I have saved because I think Yakult really illustrates this 
point about human - bacterial interdependence and the interconnectedness of all life.  So one day 
when free to do so, I will construct a labyrinth of Yakult bottles as a Deep Ecology installation to 
illustrate the kin-ship of all life on earth. 

But the relationship with other species is not always beneficial.  We have a crown shaped virus that 
is killing people.  COVID 19 is believed to have come from animal to human transfer and has close genetic 
similarities  to bat coronaviruses, suggesting it emerged from a bat born virus.   

I want to read to you from an article by two scientists:  Wiebers D.O.a and · Feigin V.L.b  in an edi-
torial to the Journal of Neuroepidemiology titled What the Covid 19 Crisis is telling Humanity . 

“The hunting, capturing, and selling of wild animals for human consumption, particularly in con-
nection with live-animal markets, clearly constitute major public health risks. Continuing these 
practices will assure further human health crises with potentially even greater destructive power in 
the future.”   They continue: 

Another well-recognized source for increasingly lethal human zoonoses (disease transfer from ani-
mal to human) is the massive overcrowding of animals for human consumption in industrial “facto-
ry farm” environments. 

Over the last 40 years, as the factory farm model has become a global phenomenon, a host of avian 
influenza (bird flu) viruses, have emerged. While bird flu was once a very rare disease among 
chickens, today we see outbreaks occurring every year  

The large-scale confinement of animals for human consumption has also played a major direct role 
in another ongoing health crisis – antibiotic resistance. Nearly 80% of the antibiotics sold in the 
USA are now used for livestock feed to prevent disease and promote growth. 

One further fundamental source for the increasing threat of pandemics and other human health 
crises is habitat destruction. Vast numbers of wildlife species are threatened with extinction from 
cutting down forests and expanding urban areas and industrial activities. The survivors are forced 
into closer proximity to themselves and humans, increasing the likelihood of transforming what 
would otherwise be benign animal microbes into deadly human pathogens. To compound the issue, 
much of the land that is being lost to deforestation is being converted to land for raising more ani-
mals for human consumption. 

They conclude: 

“Our species has come to the edge of the cliff on these issues, and rather than simply attempting to 
react to the crises we need to have the vision, wisdom, and compassion to address fundamental un-



derlying causes.  Intensive confinement of animals in factory farm operations should be discontin-
ued worldwide for the sake of animals, humans, and the environment. 

The time has come for us to rethink our relationship with all life on this planet – other humans, 
nonhumans, and the earth, a life form in itself. What is good for nonhumans and the earth is virtual-
ly always in the best interests of humans, given the profound interconnectedness of all life. All that 
we do depends upon abundant plant and animal life as well as clean air and water. Each of us can 
have a positive impact upon these fundamentals by demonstrating and inspiring an enhanced mind-
fulness, beginning most basically with what we eat and how all of our daily choices and actions 
may be affecting animals and natural habitats. Ultimately, the survival, not only of other life forms 
on this planet, but also of our own, will depend upon humanity’s ability to recognize the oneness of 
all that exists and the importance and deeper significance of compassion for all life.” 

Primavesi agrees.  She says that modern theology must be an earth science.  We can longer think of 
God’s relationship with the world as focussed solely on our conduct; i.e. original sin -nor can we 
continue to understand God as only God of a certain people or of only humanity. A creation theolo-
gy must imagine how to live as a species within diverse environments. The theological hope is that 
we learn to live nonviolently in our Earthscape knowing we are an inter-related inter-dependent part 
of a complex web of life. 

Tiana drew my attention to Be Kind to Animals Week from 1-7 October.  I hope you find the oppor-
tunity to do that this week. 
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